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ITEM 5. OTHER EVENTS

On September 25, 2001, Cott Corporation (the "Campathrough an indirect wholly-owned subsidiairyested $29.5 million in cash to
form a new business venture, Northeast Retailend&&LC (the "LLC"), with Polar Corp. ("Polar"). €hCompany will have an indirect, 5:
ownership interest in the LLC, and Polar, togethigh its wholly-owned subsidiary, will have a 49#igérest. The foregoing description is
qualified in its entirety by reference to the PrBsdease issued September 25, 2001 filed and hérasiExhibit 99.1.

ITEM 7. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, PRO FORMA FINANCIAL| NFORMATION AND EXHIBITS
(a) Financial Statements of Business Acquired - Aglicable.

(b) Pro Forma Financial Statements - Not Applicable

(c) Exhibits.

99.1. Press Release issued September 25, 2001.



SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgh Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly causeddiport to be signed on its behalf by
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

COTT CORPORATION

Date: Cctober 4, 2001 By: /s/ Raymond P. Silcock

Raynond P. Sil cock
Executive Vice President &
Chi ef Financial Oficer



EXHIBIT INDEX

99.1. Press Release issued September 25, 2001.



Exhibit 99.1
COTT CORPORATION FORMS ALLIANCE WITH POLAR BEVERAGE S TO SERVE NORTHEAST USA
(All information shown in U.S. dollars)

TORONTO, SEPTEMBER 25, 2001: In a strategic movertbance its position and its customer base ilNtréheastern US, Cott
Corporation (NASDAQ:COTT,; TSE:BCB) today announdedas investing $29.5 million in cash to form awnkusiness combination with
Polar Corp., the leading independent retailer-btaekbrage supplier in New England. The new veniogtheast Retailer Brands LLC, will
add Polar's private label unit to Cott's positisritee leading retailer-brand soft drink supplieNiorth America.

"Combining forces with Polar brings us a host dicefncies and opportunities,” said Frank E. WetBett president and chief executive
officer. "The strong customer relationships builendecades by Ralph Crowley and his team represpatverful asset for future growth in
New England and the Mid Atlantic states. We explistalliance, the results of which will be condalied in our financial statements, to i
annual sales of $55 million, and earnings per sgeoerth for Cott shareowners, in its first full yea

"Adding Cott's marketing and merchandising skilidPblar's operations and logistical skills will §telr our efforts to help retailers win
consumer preference,” said Ralph D. Crowley JlarRwresident and chief executive officer. "l anmeimced that all our customers will
benefit by also being able to work with Cott's s¥sé and innovation teams in formulating new prasider our region."

Leading the new unit as its general manager willdden L. Dennehy who currently serves as Polats piesident for private label sales. A
25-year professional in the beverage industry, Bagras been with Polar since 1998. Prior to tbatérved as general manager of Cott's
operations in the Southwest United States.

Cott's presence in the Northeastern US is extebgéehis move which follows its Concord Beverageusition last October. "This new
partnership significantly improves our ability tergice our customers from facilities in Pennsylaamiew York and Massachusetts,” Weise
pointed out. "It also allows us to offer a full genof products and category management assistareg/tarray of major new customers."

Headquartered in Worcester, Massachusetts, Palzegiits roots back more than 120 years as a lyevbudtler and marketer in New Engle
and surrounding states, supplying many major egtih the region. In addition, Polar has a nundb@ther businesses that will not be part of
the new combination with Cott: a range of propmgtarands, including Polar and Adirondack, and saveational soft drink brand franchis

* % %



CONFERENCE CALL

Cott will hold a conference call regarding the #action that will be available via webcast andgktme at 4:00 PM EDT today. For those
who wish to listen to the presentations, therelistan-only dial-in telephone line, which can lme@ssed as follows:

North America only: 87-461-2816
International: 1-416-695-9753

To access the webcast, please visit Cott's weasitavw.cott.com at least fifteen minutes earlydgister, download, and install any neces
software. For those who are unable to accesswbdtobadcasts, a replay will be available on Catébsite following the Conference Call
through 12:00 p.m. EDT on Tuesday, October 2, 2001.

ABOUT COTT CORPORATION

Cott Corporation is the world's largest retailearimt soft drink supplier, with the leading take haraebonated soft drink market shares in this
segment in its core markets of the U.S., Canaddtent).K.

SAFE HARBOR STATEMENTS

This press release contains forward-looking statesneflecting management's current expectatiogarding future results of operations,
economic performance, financial condition and agiieents of the Company. Forward-looking statemepiscifically those concerning
future performance, are subject to certain riskbwamcertainties, and actual results may differ miatg. These risks and uncertainties are
detailed from time to time in the Company's filinggh the appropriate securities commissions, awctude, without limitation, stability of
procurement costs for raw and packaging mategalsipetitive activities by national, regional anthiker brand beverage manufacturers, the
Company's ability to integrate acquired businessiis operations, fluctuations in currency veresU.S. dollar, the uncertainties of
litigation, and retailers' continued commitmentheir retailer brand beverage programs. The foregtist of factors is not exhaustive.

COTT CORPORATION CONTACTS
Media:

Michelle Farley

(416) 203-5613

Investor Relations:
Edmund P. O'Keefe
(416) 203-5617
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